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wrote and received during their progress.    On September
30, 1902, he wrote to Senator Lodge:

"After consultation with Boot, Knox, Murray Crane and
others on the one side, and after previous consultation with
Senator Quay, Sargent and others from their standpoint,
I have been inclined to think that there was a chance of my
doing something anyhow. I have not yet worked the matter
out perfectly clearly in my mind, but yesterday Boot went
to see Morgan and explained to him that in three or four
days I should take some action, probably by inviting the
operators to come to see me and requesting in good faith
an effort on their part to come to an agreement, by arbitra-
tion or otherwise, with the miners. Thus I shall have a
free hand to do what I deem best. I may be unable to do
anything now, but I may tell them that I shall advise action
along the lines I have explained in my speeches but of a
much more radical type in reference to their business unless
they wake up. I am also, however, to see the representa-
tives of the coal miners. At any rate I am thoroughly
awake and will do what I can."

On October 1, he invited the operators and representa-
tives of the mine workers to come to Washington on October
3, for consultation with him for the purpose of endeavoring
to reach a settlement. When this was announced, a storm of
protest came from the newspapers which had been uphold-
ing the cause of the operators in the strike. They declared
that his course was without authority under the Constitu-
tion, that its immediate effect would be to prolong the strike
by encouraging the strikers to persist, and that for a Presi-
dent to interfere in the affairs of private corporations was
a proceeding so unconstitutional as to make him liable to
impeachment.

The invitation was accepted by both parties to the con-
troversy, and in a brief address to them on assembling the
President made it very clear that he did not for a moment
assume that he had any authority whatever for his action:

"I disclaim any right or duty to intervene in this way